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Reflections from the Past: Things I Wish I Would 

lawyer. When reflecting back on my legal career, I realize 

importantly, compatibility. You may find yourself at a law 
firm or another legal job early on in your career that does 

I found myself in such a position about five months after 
having my daughter and while I was struggling to find my 
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new "normal." I had been working at a small law firm for 

tried, it never felt like I really fit in, and I had virtually no 
guidance or direction from the other attorneys at that firm. 
Eventually, I became resentful that no one made any effort 

I could address the many concerns I had about the firm 

told that the firm could not see me becoming a partner, 
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Since departing from that firm, I have found a place 

. Looking back on my experience at that law firm 

experience that it is ok to not be a perfect fit for the law 
firm that hires you straight out of law school. Some people 
get lucky enough to find their perfect fit right away, but for 

start looking for another job with a law firm that would give 

thought was a concerted effort on his part to hold me back 
was really a failure on my part to effectively communicate 

to effectively use my voice to tell people what I want and 

what you really want unless you tell him or her. If you find 

5 

and be more. In my first few years of practice, I wanted to 

the office at the end of the day and not answer to anyone 

networking (both inside my firm and outside of my firm), 

in numerous organizations and within my firm, attending 

If you find that you are always thinking about the future 

self that your first years of legal practice are the equivalent 
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















































































your help and sacrifice and repay the favor at some point in 

respond to a specific situation, it is important to make sure 

Young lawyers have so many resources at their fingertips 

analytical. So, even if you find yourself in a situation where 

work-life balance may be hard to find all of the time, 

6 

I find that I am in a constant battle with myself over how 

time and efforts. 

5:00 p.m. Bosses, colleagues. and clients will e-mail and call 

line and find a balance. 

general liability. Ms. Kiel/a currently serves as the 2018-2019 

Law Committee; serves as a member on the 2018-2019 DR/ 

2018-2019 DRI Young Lawyers Community Page Subcom 
mittee; and serves as a member of the 2018-2019 DR/ Retail 

kiellam@deflaw.com. 




